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“GOD'S PERSPECTIVE OF DIVORCE"
and how we should respond

I.   BACKGROUND TO MATTHEW 19:1-9
     

A.  The Pharisees are looking to ____________________

B.  Why ___________________________ to trap Jesus?

 1.  Breakdown of the __________________________

 2.  ______________________________ on Divorce

 3.  They believed it was a ______________________ 

REFLECTION QUESTIONS FOR JOURNALING:

  FOR MARRIED COUPLES:  Set aside 1 hour this week where 
you and your spouse will spend time journaling answers to the 
following questions separately.  After journaling, come together 
and exchange papers.  Quietly read through each others answers 
twice without making remarks.  After reading, take time to verbally 
share with each other where you are at, where you feel you need 
to grow and how you can encourage one another in this.  Then 
close your time by praying with each other and for one another. 

 QUESTION #1: (MEN & WOMEN) What difference 
does God's perspective of divorce and marriage make in 
your marriage?  How does it effect the way in which you 
approach your own marriage relationship?

 QUESTION #2: As you consider some of the struggles you 
may be facing in your own marriage (no matter how big or 
small), what steps do you need to take in order to make 
Christ the center of your marriage, fulfill your God given 
role and love your spouse unconditionally?

 
  FOR SINGLES: Set aside 30 minutes this week to spend time 

journaling answers to the following questions.  After journaling 
through your questions, spend 30 minutes in reflective prayer with 
the Lord.

 QUESTION #1: (MEN & WOMEN) How does your 
understanding of God's high view of marriage change your 
personal thinking in terms of looking for a spouse?  What 
steps should you take in your future marriage to ensure 
divorce is never part of the equation?

 QUESTION #2: If you don't plan on getting married: 
Who are the people in your life that are struggling with this 
issue and how can you be an encouragement to them?

  IF YOU HAVE GONE THROUGH A DIVORCE: Have you allowed 
God to redeem, restore and heal the broken areas of your life?  
Is there unconfessed sin that you need to address with Him?  Is 
there pain and brokenness that you need to release to Him so 
that He can make you whole?  Are you living in the truth that God 
loves you and wants to make you whole?



II.   WHAT WAS JESUS' RESPONSE? 

A.  He takes them back to God's ____________________ 

B.  The Marriage Covenant is ______________________

C.  Two _________________________

D.  What is Jesus' view of Marriage and Divorce?

"____________________________________________"

E.  THE PHARISEE'S CHALLENGE: __________________?

F.  Allowed, NOT Commanded... Because of  ___________

_______________________________.

III.   WHAT ARE THE GUIDING PRINCIPLES FOR HOW 
    WE SHOULD UNDERSTAND DIVORCE? 

A.  Divorce has ________________________ of God's 

________________________ blueprint for marriage.

 

B.  There appear to be ____________________________ 
in the Bible:

 1.  ____________________

 2.  ___________________________________________

C.  God is in the business of _______________________ 

that which is __________________.

 

IV.  HOW SHOULD THE CHURCH RESPOND TO THOSE
       WHO ARE CHOOSING OR EFFECTED BY DIVORCE:

 A.  First and Foremost... ____________________!

 B.  With __________________________________

 C.  With _____________________________ if necessary

 D.  With ___________________


