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GOD'S VISION FOR HIS CHURCH:

"We are called to be a ____________________________ 
body of believers, reaching our community and the world with 
the life changing message of the Gospel."

OUR MISSION AS A CHURCH:

To lead people into a growing relationship with Jesus Christ 
where they are pursuing 3 Vital Relationships:
 - Intimacy with God
 - Community with Believers
	 -	Influence	with	Non-Believers

A Question Worth Asking:

 Why does it seem that for many Christians, intimacy 

in a relationship with God __________________?

I NTI MACY  WITH  GOD
"Th e  I nward  Gaze  of  ou r  H eart"

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:

 1.  Are there ways in which your relationship with God have 
      become more mechanical than driven by your love for 
      Him?  What has caused this?  Take time to journal your 
      answer here.

 2.  Are there other "loves" in your life that have captured 
      the "gaze of your heart" and caused separation in your 
      intimacy with God?  Journal about this struggle here.

 3.  What steps can you take to continue developing your 
      intimacy with God?

"Private prayer should be practiced by every Christian, long 
periods of Bible meditation will purify our gaze and direct it;
church attendance will enlarge our outlook and increase our 
love for others.  Service and work and activity - all are good and 
should be engaged in by every Christian.  But at the bottom of 
all these things, giving meaning to them, will be the inward habit 
of beholding God."   
      (A.W. Tozer, Pursuit of God)



II.  How Matthew 15:8-9 Informs Our Modern Reality.

 A.  Faith is NOT a ________________________...

 B.  Nor is it a ______________________ of religious 
       actions...

 C.  Faith is a ________________________________

       _______________________ toward God... 

 D.  Intimacy is a direct response of a heart that has 

       ______________________________ with God.

I.  What We Learn From Matthew 15:8-9.

 A.  The Scribes and especially the Pharisees were the 

       model of _______________________________.

 B.  They came from _____________________ Jesus.

 C.  Jesus' response to them ____________________

       _________________________...

  1.  They honor me with their lips...

  2.  But... Their hearts are far from me

  3.  Their worship is in vain

  4.  Exalting themselves over God


