
September 30th, 2018 ~ PASTOR Rob Zimmermann

I.   WHAT CAUSED THE SITUATION DANIEL AND HIS 
      FRIENDS FOUND THEMSELVES IN?

      A.  Judah was steeped in __________________ and 
            being led by __________________.

           

      B.  _______________________ Judah.

      C.  Nebuchadnezzar ________ a large portion of the 
           _______________, including Daniel & his friends.

"THE PRESSURE TO CONFORM"
Daniel 1:1-8a

QUESTIONS FOR REFLECTION:

1.  In your own words, describe what you think it must 
     have been like for Daniel and his friends being exiled 
     from their homes, families, and everything that was 
     familiar?  In what ways was the pressure to conform 
     to the Babylonian way of life intense 

2.  In what ways do you see mounting pressure in our 
     world for Christians to compromise their identity?  
     How have you personally experienced this?

3.  Unpack the last statement from the sermon notes 
     about how we preserve our identity in the face of 
     mounting pressure to conform.  In what ways is this 
     statement true?  How do you see this truth from 
     what you know about Daniel's life?

FOR NEXT WEEK:  Read Daniel 1:8b - 21



III.  IN WHAT WAYS ARE WE TORN BY THE PRESSURE 
        TO CONFORM AND COMPROMISE OUR IDENTITY 
        IN CHRIST TODAY?

       A.  The world is more and more ______________ to 
             _______________________.

           

       B.  We face the potential of ___________________
            ________________________________.

       C.  ____________ in the church at large has made it 
            easier to ______________________.

IV.  WHAT WILL THE BOOK OF DANIEL TEACH US 
       ABOUT PRESERVING OUR IDENTITY IN THE FACE 
       OF MOUNTING PRESSURE TO CONFORM?
     

       What you believe to be ____________________, 
       will ____________________ how you choose to   
       _____________________.

 II.  NEBUCHADNEZZAR'S STRATEGY WAS TO DESTROY 
       THE NATION BY ERASING THEIR IDENTITY.

      A.  They were taken from _____________________.

           

      B.  They had ______________.

      C.  They were forced to ________ to a new ______.

      D.  They were ______________________

            Daniel (God _________________) 

     -->  Belteshazzar (Whom _____________)

            Hananiah (___________ is ___________)

     -->  Shadrach (______________________)

            Mishael (Who is what _________ is)

         -->  Meshach (______________________)

             Azariah (___________ has ____________)

     -->  Abednego (_____________________)


