
PLANNING GUIDE 

neighboring



WHAT IS NEIGHBORING ALL ABOUT? 

“... And you shall love the Lord your God with all your heart and with all your 
soul and with all your mind and with all your strength.” The second is this: 

“You shall love your neighbor as yourself.” There is no other commandment 
greater than these. Mark 12:30-31 (ESV)

We have an amazing opportunity to make meaningful connections with 
our neighbors and the people in our lives. Jesus says to the scribes in Mark 
12 that we are to love our neighbors as ourselves. Each of us have the ability 
to neighbor. At Westgate, we define neighboring as intentionally building 
relationships within our circles so that they will know the love of Jesus! 

For some of you, this may mean meeting your neighbors for the very first 
time with a simple, informal gathering. For others, you have moved into 
acquaintances and friends, and God may be prompting you to host a more 
organized event with a time of sharing, including what life and Jesus means 
to you, and offering a prayer. This can lead to a neighborhood Bible study!

Remember that relational ministry is often the most effective form of sharing 
the gospel and having meaningful follow up. We are putting the emphasis on 
the relationship, not the event. Please view this neighboring tool as a guide 
to help you make a space for the relationship, and not get too focused on the 
event itself. If the gathering becomes the focus, we are tempted to “check 
the box” and miss the joy of being in relationship with the people over time. 
In this booklet you will find tools to help organize your thoughts and details, 
as well as the tools to equip you to identify who your neighbors are and help 
you engage in spiritual conversations.
 
Julianne Judge

Outreach and Missions Director   
juliannej@westgatechapel.org

419-841-8077 x1006
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PRAYER

Praying is the best way to start neighboring! Ask God to give you 
wisdom and discernment as you enter the planning process. Ask 

Him to connect you with other Christians with a like-minded heart 
to reach those that are not yet part of our faith family. Finally, 

ask the Holy Spirit for boldness to respond to God’s call to love 
your neighbor, and the stength to follow through with these 

relationships.

DEFINITION OF A RECIPROCAL RELATIONSHIP

“A relationship in which two people feel the same way about each 
other, or do or give similar things to each other.”  There is dignity for 

both parties, not one person in a “power” position. As you initiate 
and serve others, allow them to serve you in return. People are not 

projects!

ACKNOWLEDGE ALL THE THINGS THAT MAY BE 
HOLDING YOU BACK

Remember that your neighbors are experiencing the same things 
that hold you back from neighboring. Busyness and lack of time. 
Fear of vulnerability and your space being affected. The need for 
boundaries. Ask God to guide you and give you what you need to 
get you started. He will be with you along the way as you walk in 

faith and neighbor!

HAVE PLANS TO INVITE GUESTS TO THE NEXT THING

Whether it be something at Westgate, an activity in the community, 
or a repeat of the event you are hosting, it is helpful to have an idea 
or two ready. Build that conversation into your time together, and 

aim to get the next date on the calendar! Many have good intentions 
to “get together again” but struggle to follow through.

THOUGHTS TO GET YOU STARTED
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Block map from “The Art of Neighboring” book (Runyon and Pathak)  
visit artofneighboring.com

WHO IS MY NEIGHBOR?

We cannot love our neighbors if we don’t know who they are!

This neighborhood map can help us identify how much we already know and 
illuminate where there is room for growth. First, write your address in the 

center square. Then visualize the eight closest homes around you. 

A) Start  with their name(s). If you don’t know, write a description of their 
house or its location.  B) Then complete the facts you know about them (like 

where they work, what they spend time doing, etc.)  C) Lastly, add deeper 
insights like their beliefs and motivations. The goal is to eventually be able to 

complete A, B, and C for each of your neighbors as you spend intentional time 
with them.

A. NAME(S)      B. LIFE FACTS   C. THEIR GOALS AND DREAMS

A.

B.

C.

A .

B.

C.

A .

B.

C.

A .

B.

C.

YOUR  
ADDRESS HERE

A.

B.

C.

A .

B.

C.

A .

B.

C.

A .

B.

C.
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A FEW THOUGHTS FROM THE BIBLE 

Acts 17:26-27 
God marked out 
where you will 
live today

If God planned exactly where you will live and who 
lives around you, how could that change the way that 
you view your neighbors?

Luke 5:27-32 
Jesus as our 
example

What can you learn from Jesus’ actions from this 
passage? 

Luke 10:5-11  
People of Peace

Who are the people of peace in your neighborhood? 

Luke 10:38-42  
Mary and Martha  

How do you balance the preparations and being 
present with your guests in your home? 

RESOURCES

• The book “The Art of Neighboring” is 
a great tool get you started!

• For Small Group Studies, Block Party 
kits, videos about neighboring, visit:  
artofneighboring.com

• There are many great podcasts and 
Pinterest pages to help when you get 
stumped! 
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GATHER - PLANNING GUIDE

STOP AND PRAY

Before you start planning, we invite you to pray to God to guide your thoughts 
to the people He wants you to spend time with. Pause. Listen for His voice. 
We have included a space here to think through who is in your circles. Add 
reminders on the calendar and feel free to write your prayers on page 9.

• Game night or trivia 
night

• Meet at the park 

• Attending a local event

• Smores by the fire

• Minute-to-Win-it party 

• Craft or create 
something

• Cookout or picnic

• “Favorite Things” party

• Serving people in need

• Game tournament 

• Playing football and yard 
games

• Visiting the zoo

• Movie night 

• Virtual watch party

• A holiday  party

• Themed parties

IDEAS FOR YOUR GATHERING:

MY CIRCLES 
List the people (and groups of people) God has placed in your life. Think 
through neighbors, co-workers, relatives, classmates, family friends, and other 
community connections. 
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GATHERING DETAILS  

Type of gathering: _________________   Number of guests: _______________________

Location: ______________________________________________________________________ 

Date: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Time: __________________________________________________________________________ 

Budget: _______________________________________________________________________ 

Food and drinks: _______________________________________________________________ 

Set-up and supplies : __________________________________________________________ 

Who I will ask to help: _________________________________________________________ 

Remember: A personal invite is always the best invite, whether face-to-face, a 
phone call, or text. It is okay to follow up with a social media invitation or email.

THE GUEST LIST RSVP

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.
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IDEAS TO CONSIDER
• Pray for the people you will be delivering to and the 

conversations you will have.
• Use the neighbor map on page 2 to identify who your 

neighbors are, then make your list! 
• Write your cards to match your intentions to continue to get 

to know them! Include your first name and address.
• Think of ways to get the whole household involved.
• If you want to deliver a gift with your card, something small 

and consumable is perfect!

DELIVER CARDS, COOKIES,  
FLOWERS, OR PRESENTS TO  

YOUR NEIGHBORS

IDEAS TO CONSIDER
• Pray for the person you are inviting and for the conversations 

you will have with them.
• Share with them when you will be attending the service, 

and ask to meet before or after for lunch, coffee or a meal to 
further develop the relationship.

• Exchange phone numbers and set up a meeting place.
• Explain where to park, what to wear, and other things to ease 

some of the “unknowns.”

INVITE TO A 
CHURCH SERVICE  
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DELIVER AND INVITE GUIDE
All great plans start with prayer! Who is God placing on your mind?

LIST OF RECIPIENTS

1.

2.

3.

4.

5.

6.

7.

8.

9.

10.

MY PLANIDEAS

• Fresh flowers

• Snack and fruit basket

• Cookies on a plate

• A scented candle 

• Red Box voucher and 
popcorn packet

• A homemade creation

• An invite to a Westgate 
service or event (digitally or 

pick up postcard invites at WG)



HOW TO HELP PEOPLE ON THEIR SPIRITUAL JOURNEYS
Article by Faith Eng

When Jesus changes your life, it’s natural to want to share that hope with the people 
around you.

Here are five ways you can share your faith more effectively.

1. Explore Through Questions

Asking good questions and listening well are important skills for sharing your faith.

Take time to get to know people and find out about their spiritual journeys. Focus more 
on listening to someone’s story and figuring out where that person is spiritually than on 
getting through a gospel presentation.

Jesus was a master of using questions. See Luke 5 and Matthew 11 to read about how 
Jesus used thoughtful questions to teach the people.

2. Guide People Toward Jesus by Sharing Your Story

When you ask good questions and listen well, it often leads to opportunities to share 
your experience and what you believe.

“And if someone asks about your hope as a believer, always be ready to explain it” 

(1 Peter 3:15, NLT).

One way to be prepared is to learn to tell your spiritual story. This can be the story of how 
you became a Christian or it can be the story of how God changed you in a particular 
area of life.

3. Guide People Toward Jesus by Sharing the Gospel

Whether you’re sharing about God’s forgiveness and love through your personal story or 
you just want to share the foundational message of the Bible, be ready to tell someone 
how to become a Christian.

Check out the GodTools app that will give you access to the “Knowing God Personally” 
booklet and other tools to share your faith in a way that’s easy for people to understand.

4. Build Bridges Over People’s Obstacles and Objections

Building bridges over someone’s obstacles and objections takes love, wisdom and 
prayer. Remember that there may be more to a question than what’s on the surface.

Someone may say, “I can’t believe in God because there is too much suffering in the 
world.” You can present the best rational argument about the reason for suffering, but 
it won’t make a difference if that person’s true obstacle is that a loved one died a violent 
death.

People need to know that believing in God doesn’t require them to abandon their 
intellect, but they also need to know that God loves them and cares about their personal 
struggles.

Remember that you’re not trying to win an argument, you’re trying to invite people into 
a relationship with God.

5. Mentor People to Help Them Grow in Their Faith

It’s exciting to see people put their faith in Jesus, but that isn’t the end of the journey. In 
fact, it’s just the beginning of the exciting adventure of the Christian life. When people 
decide to follow Jesus, they need other Christians to continue to come alongside them 
so they can learn more about their new faith and how to grow closer to God.
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PRAYERS
Spend time writing out your prayers.  

Pray for both the people and yourself as you share Jesus’ love with them!



Westgate Chapel 
2500 Wilford Dr. Toledo, OH 43615  

419-841-8077


