Love Your Neighbor
PROJECT GUIDELINES

Love Your Neighbor is our ongoing commitment to equip and empower the people
of Westgate to show the love of Jesus through practical projects. We want to truly
be the hands and feet of Jesus as we serve outside the walls of the church building.

Our goal is to partner with people so they may experience the love of Jesus through
his body, the church. We want to live out our vision to be a community helping
people trust and fully follow Jesus.

Below are the guidelines for a Love Your Neighbor project. These guidelines are
meant to help clarify the purpose and specifics of Love Your Neighbor. If you have
any questions, please contact Julianne at juliannej@westgatechapel.org.

Guidelines for a LYN Project:

1. Anyone who considers Westgate Chapel their church home can apply for a
grant of up to $500 for a project to assist people who need to experience the
love of Jesus.

2. Projects must be local to the greater Toledo area.

3. The project must be for someone who is far from God (including folks who
are unchurched). Recipients of a LYN Project cannot be actively attending a
local church (including Westgate).

4. The project must be completed by at least 2-3 people (unrelated). The heart
is to serve in community. This could be your Westgate Life Group, neighbors,
coworkers, etc. Get creative on who could help you! (With confidential
projects, reach out to Julianne for ideas to include people).

5. The projects should aim to empower and invest in people, not simply enable
them. Get creative to invest in the long-term health of the individuals you are
helping.

6. The projects must be relational. More than just giving someone money, get
creative to bless them! Think about how you might intentionally engage with
the folks you're serving so they might have deeper relationships beyond the
project.

7. Loving people like Jesus is a bridge to helping people meet Jesus. Think
about how you will spiritually invest in the people you are serving (such as
praying for them, sharing Jesus with them, and so on).
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PROJECT EXAMPLES

The best LOVE YOUR NEIGHBOR project is the one already in your head and heart.
The idea God has been nagging you to do but you haven't tried yet. It's time to
listen. It's time to love.

Start a 1:1 matching book drive for library books for a low-income elementary
school.

Run a Soccer camp for low-income neighborhood kids, refugee communities,
etc.

Coordinate a help for families who have a parent/spouse deployed. Examples
include: Childcare, yardwork, etc. .

Host a 5k race as a fundraiser for special project/need.

Make crafts or other items to sell and donate 100% of the proceeds to a local
non-profit helping disabled folks. LYN money would go toward buying supplies.
Provide suits and haircuts to people who are out of work/looking for jobs, etc.
Raise money for a playset in the backyard for a single parent and install it for the
kids.

Refresh a teacher’s lounge at a low-income school. Get donations for paint,
furniture, great coffee machine, etc.

Host an event to bless special needs families in the area.

Throw a baby shower for families who have babies in the NICU. Treat them well
and give them a chance to celebrate.

Provide a Single Mom'’s Day Out - Child care, spa, etc.

Help someone who needs to move into an apartment but doesn't have money
for the deposit. Help with money but also coordinate moving truck, help find
furniture they need, buy groceries for their fridge, etc.

Host a bike giveaway for kids who don’t have one.

Host a sports camp for kids for free.

Get bus passes to people who need them and can't afford to ride the bus.
Host a Neighborhood BBQ - people can buy tickets with the proceeds
benefiting a specific cause.

Takeover/love on a laundry mat and the people who are there washing their
clothes.

Fix up a home that needs work.

Start a monthly/weekly dinner in the community room of their
apartment/townhome complex to build community.

Provide safe/affordable childcare for families who need to work.

Find families with funeral debt they can’t afford and help them in some way.
Raise money to pay off medical debt for a person who has experienced a
significant physical crisis.

Provide or fix cars for single parents.

Give flowers on Valentine’s Day to nursing home residents, single parents, etc.
Adopt a foster family and bless them on a regular basis.

Care for someone who has experienced a fire or disaster.

Provide fresh Christmas trees to families who can’t afford them
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